
One of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection. (Acts 1.22)
What was special about last Thursday? Ascension Day. Some churches go big time on this, others ignore completely, partly because it is always a Thursday.

Next Sunday is Pentecost, when we remember the Holy Spirit coming to the first disciples.

Today’s reading the only one recorded in that ten day period between Ascension and Pentecost. 

(Judas’ betrayal – did he jump or was he pushed? Was he evil-hearted or misguided? Certainly the early church thought he had no good motive and somehow deserved his ignominious death.)
What do we learn from the whole story? The apostles felt the need to do something? TEXT.
The church was 120 strong, and at least two (not part of the Twelve) had been long-term disciples and had witnessed the resurrection – Joseph & Matthias. TEXT. Why only them? Had they other qualities? 

(Good at preaching/public speaking? Prayerful? Good in a crisis?  Could tell lots of jokes?!)

Can’t know, but makes you wonder what are the essential qualities of an apostle, inc ourselves? TEXT.
(Obviously we weren’t with Jesus during his ministry, we didn’t witness the resurrection.)
The disciples drew lots; sounds like gambling or superstition. In Old Testament there are references to Urim and Thummim as a way of discerning God’s will. Eg in Exodus 28.20 they were used in connection with High Priest coming to confer with God, and in 1 Samuel 14.41 Saul uses them while praying for direction. So in each case prayer was important in the choosing. 

How often do we make decision individually or as a church without conferring with God in prayer first?

TEXT. Matthias chosen, but never spoken of again in Acts, or anywhere else in early church history. 
This suggests that getting the right number of apostles was more important than who they were.
Imagine a supermarket with a shelf-stacker, a rugby team without a hooker, a church without a treasurer. Each is needed to complete a team. As was Matthias. It was the team that mattered, not the individuals.
What team? He made the numbers up to 12, the number of Israel’s tribes – here was a new Israel. This is not disposing of the first Israel, but was a focus on the new thing that God was doing (Isaiah 43.19 – Watch for the new thing I am going to do).  If that was true then maybe it is true for us too, even today. TEXT. 
God grant us the ability and opportunity witness to the resurrection of Jesus, risen and ascended.

